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TABLE 1

RESIDENT POPULATION OF THE UNIrrn -TATES, BY RACE/ETHNICITY

1990 Census of Popu mn Count

Ethnic/Racial Group Population Proportion of Population (%)

Total United States 248,710,000 100.0%

White 199,686,000 80.3%

Black 29,986,000 12.1%

Hispanic 22,354,000 9.0%

Mexican Origin 14,306,560 (64.0% of Hispanic Population)

Puerto Rican 2,347,000 (10.5%)

Central/South American 3,062,498 (13.7%)

Cuban Origin 1,095,346 (4.9%)

Other 1,542,426 (6.9%)

Asian/Pacific Islander --- 7,275,000 2.9%

Chinese Origin 1,644,150 (22.6% of Asian/Pacific Population)

Filipino 1,404,075 (19.3%)

Japanese Origin 851,175 (11.7%)

Korean Origin 800,250 (11.0%)

Indian Origin 814,800 (11.2%)

Other 1,760,550 (24.2%)

American Indian,
Eskimo, Aleut 1,959,000 0.8%

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1990 U.S. Census of
Population, April 1991.
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TABLE 2

GROWTH OF U.S. RESIDENT POPULATION, BY RACE/ETHNICITY

Total Growth of U.S.

1980-1990 Total Increase

Population 9.8%

Growth of White Population 6.0%

Growth of Black Population 13.2%

Growth of Hispanic Population 53.0%

Growth of Asian/Pacific Islander Population-- 107.8%

Growth of Other Population 45.1%

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1990 U.S. Census of
Population, April 1991.
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TABLE 3

CHANGES IN THE ETHNIC COMPOSITION OF NEW YORK CITY'S POPULATION: 1980 AND 1990

Total for the Five Boroughs
(Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan,
Queens and Staten Island)

1980 1990

Overall Population 7,071,639 (100%) 7,322,564 (100%)

Non-Hispanic White 3,705,538 (52.4%) 3,163,347 (43.2%)

Non-Hispanic Black 1,697,193 (24.0%) 1,845,286 (25.2%)

Hispanic 1,407,256 (19.9%) 1,786,706 (24.4)

Asian/Pacific Islander 240,435 (3.4%) 490,611 (6.7%)

Other 21,214 (0.3%) 36,612 (0.5%)

Proportion of the Total Population
Borough of the Bronx

Overall Population 100.0 100.0

Non-Hispanic White 34.4 22.6

Non-Hispanic Black 29.9 30.7

Hispanic 33.8 43.5

Asian/Pacific Islander 1.4 2.6

Other 0.5 0.6

Borough of Staten Island

Overall Population 100.0 100.0

Non-Hispanic White 85.4 80.0

All others 14.6 20.0

Source: New York City Department of City Planning, from U.S. Department of
Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1990 U.S. Census of Population, April 1991.
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TABLE 5

Ethnic Changes In the Claisrooth
Protected percentage of enrolled public school students In 1995
who will be nonwhite, or Hispanic,.or both:.

[:-.) Less than 18% a 18%-28% la29%49% 50% or more

S.
District of
COlumbia

Samar Waitem hiuidM Convalssion &MON Edinetion and hipafte Board



TABLE 6

ETHNIC/RACIAL FAMILY INCOME DIFFERENTIALS IN THE UNITED STATES

1970 - 1990

Annual Median
Family Income Non-Hispanic

White

Race/Ethnicity
Non-Hispanic Hispanic Mexican

Black (Overall)

P.Rican Cuban

1970 Fam. Inc. $10,236 6,279 7,334 7,117 5,975 8,387

Minority Income as a
Fraction of White: 0.61 0.72 0.69 0.58 0.82

1979 Fam. Inc. $21,014 12,627 14,712 14,765 10,734 18,245

Minority Income as a
Fraction of White: 0.60 0.70 0.70 0.51 0.87

1987 Fam. Inc. $32,274 18,406 20,306 19,968 15,185 27,294

Minority Income as a
Fraction of White: 0.57 0.63 0.62 0.47 0.84

1990 Fam. Inc. $35,975 20,209 23,446 22,245 19,933 31,262

Minority Income as a
Fraction of White: 0.56 0.65 0.62 0.55 0.87

Sources: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population

Beports: The Hispanic Population in the United States. March 1988, Series P-20,

No. 438, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., July 1989; Current

Population Reports: Money Income and Poverty Status in the United States. 1988,

Series P-60, No. 166, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., October

1989; 1980 Census of Populationl Characteristics of the Population. General

Social and Economic Characteristics. Part I, U.S. Government Printing Office,

Washington, D.C., December 1983; Current Population Reports: Selected

Characteristics of Tersons and Families of Mexican. Puerto Rican and Other

Spanish Origin: March 1971, Series P-20, No. 224, U.S. Government Printing

Office, Washington, D.C., November 1971; Current Population Reports: The Black

Population in the United States: March 1990, U.S. Government Printing Office,

Washington, D.C., row:Tuber 1991; and Current Population Reports: The Iiismalc

yopulation in the United States: March 1990, March 1991.
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TABLE 7

REAL FAMILY INCOME IN THE UNITED STATES, BY RACE/ETHNICITY

(Expressed in 1985 dollars)

1972 - 1988

Family Income in 1985 Dollars

Year
Non-Hispanic

White

Non-Hispanic
Black

Hispanic Puerto Rican
(Overall)

1972 $30,476 18,113 21,593 17,676

1980 $31,173 17,510 20,943 15,898

1985 $32,046 18,453 20,916 14,142

1988 $33,915 19,329 21,769 15,940

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population

Reports: Money Income end Poverty Status in the United States. 1988, Series P-60,

No. 166, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., October 1989, Table

F-6.
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TABLE 8

FAMILY STRUCTURE, INCOME AND POVERTY IN THE U.S., BY RA4E/ETHNICITY

1990

Non-Hispanic Non-Hispanic Hispanic Mexican P.Rican Cuban

White Black (Overall)

Median Family
Income $35,975 20,209 23,446 22,245 19,933 31,262

Mean Number of
Persons in the 3.09 3.37 3.82 4.14 3.25 2.97

Family

Per-Capita Income $11,642 5,997 6,138 5,373 6,133 10,526

Minority Per-Capita
Income as Fraction
of White

0.52 0.53 0.46 0.53 0.90

Proportion of Families
Below Poverty Level(%) 7.8% 27.8 23.4 25.7 30.4 12.5

Proportion of Families
Below Poverty Level
with Female Head, no 25.4% 46.5 47.5 49.1 56.5 N.A.

Spouse Present

N.A. Not Available

Sources: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current_Pocu1ation

e . vie a '..ul t et U ited Sta Marc 99 , Series P-20,

No. 438, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., July 1989; Current

rt Mc e come a Pove S tu n t e Un ted St4IRE..._1211,

Series P-60, No. 166, U.S. Government Printing Office, Wash-ngton, D.C., October

1989; and Current ZuulatignikaattiLiUmL3JawILIITNIAIismLin the UnitaA States,

November 1991.
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TABLE 9

LABOR MARKET STATISTICS, BY RACE/ETHNICITY: MARCH 1990

Persons 16 years of age and older

Non-Hispanic Non-Hispanic Hispanic Mexican P.Rican Cuban
White Black (Overall)

I. Labor Force
Participation
Rates (%)

Men 76.5 69.2 79.6 81.2 69.2 74.9

Women 57.1 58.2 53.5 52.9 41.4 57.8

II. Unemployment
Rates (%)

Men 5.0 11.5 8.0 8.6 8.2 6.3

Women 4.3 10.0 8.5 9.8 9.1 5.1

Sources: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population

Reports: The Hispanic Population in the United States. March 1991, Series P-20,

No. 438, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., July 1989; Current

PotaatimReos'fIeUnitedStates 1988,

Series P-60, No. 166, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., October

1991.
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TABLE 10

OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION UF EMPLOYED WORKERS, BY RACE/ETHNICITY

Persons 16 years of age or older

1988

Non-Hispanic Non-Hispanic Hispanic Mexican P.Rican Cuban

White Black (Overall)

White Collar 57.7% 43.2 39.9 34.7 45.9 58.8

Blue Collar 27.0 31.8 37.0 40.8 35.5 28.6

Service 12.1 23.1 17.6 16.6 17.5 11.7

Farm 3.2 1.9 5.5 7.9 1.1 0.9

White Collar: Managerial and professional,
technical, sales and administrative.

Blue Collar: Craft and repair
operators, fabricators and non-farm laborers.

Service: Business services, entertainment, household services.

Farm: Farm laborers, forestry and fishing.

Source: As above.
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TABLE 11

MEDIAN EARNINGS DIFFERENTIALS, BY RACE/ETHNICITY

Employed civilians, over 16 years of age, 1990

Non-Hispanic Non-Hispanic Mexican Puerto Rican Cuban
White Black

MEN

Hourly Wage $22,158 15,320 12,527 18,222 19,336

Proportion of
Minority Wage
as a Fraction of .69 .57 .82 .87

Wage among Whites

WOMEN

Hourly Wage $11,724 11,524 8,874 12,812 12,880

Proportion of
Minority Wage
as a Fraction of .98 .76 1.09 1.10

Wage among Whites

Source: U.S. department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population
Reports: The Hispanic Population in the United States, March 1991.
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TABLE 12

MEDIAN AGE AND LABOR MARKET EXPERIENCE OF THE POPULATION, BY RACE/ETHNICITY

1990

Non-Hispanic Non-Hispanic Hispanic Mexican Puerto Rican Cuban
White Black (Overall)

Median Age
(1987)

Estimated
Labor Market
Experience
Level
(1980)

33.7 27.9 26.0 24.1

16.1 16.1 15.2

27.0 39.1

14.8 21.0

Estimated Mean Experience Levels - Age minus years of schooling minus 6.

S,Jurce: Francisco Rivera-Batiz and Selig L. Sechzer, "Substitution and Comple-
ulentarity Between Immigrant and Native Labor in the United States," in F. Rivera-
Batiz, S. Sechzer and I. Gang, eds., U-S. Immigration Policy Reform in the 1980s:
A Preliminary Assessment, Praeger Publishers, New York, N.Y., forthcoming, 1990.
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TABLE 13

MEDIAN YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED, BY RACE/ETHNICITY

Persons 25 years of age or older

Year Non-Hispanic
White

Non-Hispanic
Black

Hispanic
(Overall)

1970

Overall 12.1 9.8 9.1

Men 12.1 9.4 9.3

Women 12.1 10.1 8.9

1980

Overall 12.5 12.0 10.8

Men 12.5 12.0 11.1

Women 12.6 12.0 10.6

1987

Overall 12.7 12.4 12.0

Men 12.8 12.4 12.1

Women 12.6 12.4 12.0

Sources: As above.



TABLE 14

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE COMPLETION RATES (%), BY RACE/ETHNICITY

Persons 25 years of age and older

Year Non-Hispanic Non-Hispanic Hispanic Mexican P.Rican Cuban
White Black (Overall)

% That Has Completed 4 years of High School

1970 54.5 31.4 32.1 24.2 23.4 43.9

1980 68.8 51.2 44.0 37.6 40.1 55.3

1990 88.8 79.9 50.8 44.1 55.5 63.5

% That Has Completed 4 Years or More of College

1990 28.5 15.5 9.2 5.4 9.7 20.2

Differential in High School Attainment Rates
(% Among Whites - % Among Blacks)

1970 23.1 22.4 30.3 31.1 10.6

1980 17.6 24.8 31.2 28.7 13.5

1990 8.9 38.7 44.7 33.3 25.3

Sources: As above.
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TABLE 15. QUANTITATIVE LITERACY SKILLS AMONG YOUNG ADULTS

SCORE ON QUANTITATIVE LITERACY TEST
(Mean plus Standard Deviation in parenthesis)

MALES 840 272.40
(59.25)

Fully-Employed 775 277.88
(55.27)

Nonemployed 65 207.00
(66.11)

FEMALES 1077 274.72
(57.49)

Fully-Employed 680 290.41
(51.18)

Nonemployed 397 247.85
(57.83)

ETHNIC GROUP

White Males 482 292.82
(49.46)

White Females 583 299.03
(47.04)

Black Males 205 241.93
(56.67)

Black Females 302 243.83
(49.76)

Hispanic Males 127 239.27
(63.09)

Hispanic Females 170 246.15
(63.28)

Source: Francisco L. Rivera-Batiz, "Quantitative Skills and the Likelihood of
Employment Among Young Adults in the U.S.," Journal of Human Resources, Spring
1992. Based on data from: National Assessment of Educational Progress, Young
..dult Literacy Survey, 1988; scores are based on a 0-500 scale, as detailed in
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APPENDIX 1

Sample Questions from NAEP's Young Adult Literacy Survey,
Quantitative Literacy Test

Quantitative Literacy

Successful performance on the quantitative scale requires the use of
mathematical operations such as addition, subtraction, multiplication.
and division either singly or in combination to solve problems that
are embedded to varying degrees in printed material. Proficiency on
this scale seems to be a function of the particular operation called for.
the number of operations needed to perform the task, and the extent to
which the numerical task is embedded in printed material.

The task that best typifies the lowest level on the quantitative scale
requires totaling two entries on a bank deposit slip (233).

NATIONAL BANK

(Mease Print)
Please use yOur personalized deposit tickets.
It you need more, see your personal banker.

Name BE SURE
EACH ITEM IS
PROPERLY

19 ENDORSED

CASH
CHECKS

:_ist singly

Donam

57
300

Cents

23
00

Total Items
TOTAL

CHECKS AND OTHER ITEMS ARE RECEIVED FOR DEPOSIT SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THEUNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE OR ANY APPLICABLE COLLECTION AGREEMENT.

[Source: Kirsch and Jungeblut (1987, pages 30-31).
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para.,- Level: 72% of Tot31 Group

Tasks estimated to be slightly above the 275 level involve entering
deposits and checks and balancing a checkbook. These range from 281
to 293.

Complete the check ledger for the month of September. Keep a
running total of the balance and include the following:

$50 deposit on 9/27

check 108 payable to Mr. Davis for $18.49 on 9/27

check 109 payable to Electric Co. for $53 on 9/28

the $5 monthly service fee for your checking account

RECORD ALL CHARGES OR CREDITS THAT AFFECT YOUR ACCOUNT

MAMA DAN 0111CRWION o. eluMIACTIOft

107 l'its Martm-s Gr er.!

Pctycheck

MWW.01M
1 1

PFI &woof
wahn ovasitc.acht

0.5" 39

375' ./0 4,0 .fi9

(Peauced trorn onginol copy)

[Source: Kirsch and Jungeblut (1987, pages 31-32)]
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38% of Total Group

A task typical of performance at the 325 level requires the reader to
examine a menu to compute the cost of a specified meal and to deter-
mine the correct change from a specified amount (337). The difficulty of
such tasks reflects the need to match information and then to apply two
operations in sequence.

Suppose you had $3.00 to spend for lunch.

If you order a Lancaster Special sandwich and onion soup, how
much change would you get back?

How much should you leave for a 10% tip?

Soups Made by our Chef Daily

Onion soup
Soup of the day
Vichyssoise in Summer

Beef-burgers. broiled to order.
1/4 lb of the finest Beef available. seasoned to perfection
and served on a buttered bun
Wine Cheddarcheese burger

1

1

60
60

85

95
Blue-cheese burger 195
Pineapple burger 1 95
Bacon burger 2 10

Wine Cheddarcheese & Bacon burger 2 25

Sandwiches

Sliced Turkey Garnished 1 30
Turkey Salad Garnished 95
Chicken Salad Garnished 95
Tuna Fish Salad Garnished 95
Sliced Beef Tongue Garnished 1 50
Grilled Wine Cheddar-Cheese 75
The Lancaster Special 1 95
Corned beef. Melted Swiss Cheese. Sauerkraut
on Seeded Rye . . . Need we say more?

Minimum Check at Lunch 1 00

(Peouceo fror . prig.nal colov)

[Source: Kirsch and Jungeblut (1987, page 34)]
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M Level: 10% of Total Group

One task that typifies performance at the 375 level requires the
reader to use a page from a catalogue to fill out an order form, calculate
the costs for a number of items, and total the costs (371). Another task
presents unit pricing information similar to that found in a grocery
store: the reader is required to select the least costly product (376).

You need to buy peanut butter and are deciding between two brands.

Estimate the cost per ounce of the creamy re.mut butter. Write
your estimate on the line provided.

Circle the letter next to the more economical brand.

A.

B.

Unit price

11 8C per 02

rich chnky pnt bt

II
10693

You pay

1.89

16 oz.

Unit price

1 59 per lb

You pay

1.99

creamy pnt but er

10732 20 oz.

(Reduced vcrn cccv

[Source: Kirsch and Jungeblut (1987, page 34)]
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